 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
April 7, 2026
CITY HALL
121 S. MERIDIAN

Mayor Truman called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present:  Eric Scriven, Ben Anderson, Gina Gregory, Jeanne Daniels, and Matt Stamm. 

Members Absent:	Chris Evans, Amy Reid & Robert Colbert	

Staff Present:		Lloyd Newman, Public Safety Director
Kyle Fiedler, Community Development Director
Neal Owings, Parks and Public Buildings Director
Barry Arbuckle, City Attorney
Clint Miller, Finance Director
[bookmark: _Hlk218772546]Amanda Park, City Clerk/HR Director
Cyndra Kastens, City Administrator

Press present:		Ark Valley News
			
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Anderson moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Stamm. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATION AGENDA – 
Stamm moved to approve the minutes of March 17, 2026, regular City Council meeting as presented, seconded by Daniels Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.  

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – None
PUBLIC FORUM – Allen Schmidt had concerns regarding membership at the Valley Center Recreation Facility.  He stated they won’t take his insurance, and they are at an impasse at this time.  Mayor Truman recommended going to speak to the Valley Center Recreation Board or the School District.  The City of Valley Center only owns the building.

APPOINTMENTS – 
VALLEY CENTER PLANNING & ZONING BOARD
Mayor Truman requested the re-appointment of Dalton Wilson & Steve Conway. Their term will expire April 2029.  Anderson moved to approve both re-appointments, seconded by Gregory. Vote Yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS – 
A. WATER TREATMENT PLANT PRESENTATION BY BURNS MCDONNELL.
Dana Hinderliter with Burns & McDonnel and a representative from CAS presented an update of the Water Treatment Plant project and a review of the financial progress. The project is on schedule and proceeding well. 

B. RESOLUTION #809-26 Establishing Policy for Financial Improvements and Levying Special Assessments, Repealing Resolution # 481-05.
City Administrator Kastens presented Resolution 809-26, the only amendment to the resolution being minor grammatical and the removal of the 75% lot sale option for partial release of the letter of credit as instructed by Council.  Kastens informed council of the realization of a few other items that will require further review and the need for additional amendments to discuss at a later date after the City Administrator and City Attorney research further. Stamm moved to approve Resolution #809-26 establishing the policy, seconded by Gregory. Vote Yea: unanimous. Motion carried. 

	C. 2026 ROADWAY UPGRADE SERVICES RFP FOR SENECA
City Administrator Kastens presented the RFP to let to bid roadway upgrades on South Seneca from 69th to the Railroad Tracks. The work would include removal of surface, and installation of base and 5” of asphalt. The project would allow an add alternate of 7” of asphalt for pricing consideration. Anderson moved to approve the 2026 RFP Roadway Upgrade, seconded by Stamm. Vote Yea: unanimous. Motion carried

	D. ORDINANCE 1442-26; REZONE 135 N ASH
Community Development Director Fiedler presented an ordinance to rezone 135 N Ash from R-1b to R-2. Anderson moved to approve Ordinance 1442-26 to re-zone 135 N Ash. Motion seconded by Gregory. Vote: yea; unanimous Motion carried

NEW BUSINESS- 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk86928317]ROW CITY WIDE GARAGE SALES SPRING & FALL
Allison Clubb, Chamber Director, requested a waiver to allow garage sale signs to be placed in the Right-of-Way (ROW) for the spring and fall community garage sales events, to be removed before noon on Sunday.  Stamm made motion to approve the Row for city wide garage sale signs, seconded by Anderson. Vote Yea: unanimous Motion carried
[bookmark: _Hlk210891977] 

B. [bookmark: _Hlk206676058]REQUEST FOR USAGE OF 225 W MAIN - 2026 FALL FESTIVAL 
Allison Clubb requested the use of the property at 225 W Main St, Valley Center Kansas beginning Wednesday, September 23rd, 2026, at 4pm through Sunday, September 27th, 2026.  The council verified that event insurance would be required to be provided by the Chamber. Anderson made motion to approve the request for the usage of 225 W Main for the 2026 Fall Festival.  Motion seconded by Daniels. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion Carried. 

C. [bookmark: _Hlk205884825][bookmark: _Hlk205884757]REQUEST CITY SPONSORSHIP FOR 2026 FALL FESTIVAL
 Allison Clubb requested $5,000.00 for the 2026 Fall Festival.  Miller verified that there was $6,000 remaining for the 2026 budget year. Scriven made a motion to give Fall Fest the entire amount. Motion seconded by Anderson.  Vote: yea; unanimous. Motion carried. 

D. REQUEST CITY SPONSOSHIP FOR 2026 MUD DAUBERS
Sheldon Howell presented an update on the Mud Daubers team and their excitement to be back in the community. Council shared the budget cuts of this fund and after the previous agenda’s approval, that only $1,000 remains in the fund for this and other such requests such as PBS, DAR, etc. After a great discussion by council, Anderson made a motion that we donate $500.00 for the Mud Daubers. Motion seconded by Gregory. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion Carried.
E. APPROVAL ABATEMENT MOWING RFP
Community Development Director Fiedler presented the RFP for 2026 Abatement and Mowing/Debris Removal Services.  After review, Anderson made a motion to approve the abatement and mowing RFP.  Motion seconded by Stamm.  Vote: yea; unanimous.    Motion carried. 


F. NATIONAL PLASTICS TAX ABATEMENT
Community Development Director Fiedler presented information regarding a property tax abatement application submitted by National Plastics Color, Inc., which was reviewed by the City’s Economic Development Board on April 1, 2026. National Plastics is working on an expansion by adding a 36,000 sq ft building plus a rail spur to their site. The rebate is a tiered system based upon capital investment, job creation, employee benefits, and meeting the Regional Growth Plan. Based upon that criteria and meeting the 1:1 economic development criteria ratio determined by WSU, National Plastics qualifies for a100% rebate on city taxes for the new developments at this location for a five-year period, with the possibility for one extension for an additional 5-year rebate after eligibility review at that time. Mayor asked how the rail drop will tie up our intersections.  BNSF will stop short of Ford Street and take four cars at a time across the intersection to the site to minimize traffic interruption. This will occur approximately once or twice per week. Stamm made a motion final approval of National Plastics Color, Inc. property tax abatement application under the following terms: City of Valley Center, using the FY2025 City portion of general property taxes paid, $12.86 as a baseline, will reimburse any increase in the City portion of general property taxes at a 100% rate to National Plastics Color, Inc. on the four parcels of land just north of 100 W. Industrial for tax years 2027-2031 with the possibility of an additional five year term (based on the performance by the company) to be reviewed by the City in 2031. Motion seconded by Gregory.  Vote: yea; unanimous.    Motion carried.

G. NATIONAL PLASTICS KDOT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION
Community Development Director Fiedler presented a draft application to the KDOT Economic Development Program for National Plastics Color expansion.  Fiedler stated that this application is for transportation improvements that must be tied to job creation; be safety improvement related and must be submitted by local government.  Grant prefers a 25% match funding by the local government. National Plastics has stated they will provide match funding.  The state would reimburse 75% based on how we apply.  Anderson wanted clarification that the city is not funding this.  Fiedler confirmed that the city will have no expense other than staff time to administer the grant. Anderson made a motion to recommend City sponsoring the application and submitting the grant application on behalf of National Plastics Color. Motion seconded by Stamm.  Vote: yea; unanimous.  Motion carried. 
H. ORDINANCE # 1443-26 PLACEMENT OF SIGNS
Community Development Director Fiedler presented Ordinance No. 1443-26, which amends the Valley Center City Code Book to provide consistency in sign regulations for residential districts by combining suburban residential sign requirements with all other residential sign requirements.  Suburban residential is currently under the agricultural category of the zoning sign code instead of being with the residential section.  Combining these sections for residential unifies consistency for signs in residential developments.  Planning and Zoning also wanted a timeline added for sign placement.  Current code does have a timeline for sign removal when 90% of the lots have been sold but does not address very slow build outs lasting longer than the integrity of the sign. Planning and Zoning has requested a sign to be valid for only 10 years at which time the sign would have to be removed or reapplied for.  Anderson made a motion to approve Ordinance 1443-26 for 1st reading.  Motion seconded by Gregory.  Vote: yea: unanimous.  Motion carried
I. AMBER RIDGE CHANGE ORDER #1
[bookmark: _Hlk192762068]Jake Vasa with SEH presented change order #1.  This change order is for a storm sewer line adjustment to the south to clear existing utilities in the ROW. Stamm made a motion to approval of Amber Ridge, change order #1 in the amount of $ 12,813.62 and authorize Mayor to sign.  Motion seconded by Gregory.  Vote: yea; unanimous.  Motion carried.
J. HARVEST PLACE CHANGE ORDER#3
Jake Vasa with SEH presented change order #3.  This change order is to add 12” RCB and additional grading for sidewalk in NW commercial corner of project at 93rd and Meridian.  Anderson made a motion to approval of Harvest Place, change order #3 in the amount of $ 7,756.10 and authorize Mayor to sign.  Motion seconded by Stamm.  Vote: yea; unanimous.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA 
A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE – APRIL 7, 2026
B. PLANNING & ZONING BOARD MINUTES-MARCH 24, 2026 
C. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD MINUTES APRIL 1, 2026
D. TRAIL END CHANGE ORDER #8
E. TRAIL END CHANGE ORDER #9
F. APPOINTMENT OF AMANDA PARK


Stamm motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Seconded by Anderson,
Vote: Yea: Unanimous. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR FIELDER
The first Thursday in May the Farmers Market will start.  The Market will be every Thursday this year.  The last one will be the third Thursday in September.  We still need to submit a request since the city owns the lot.  It should be on the next agenda.  Main Street America will be here May 6, 2026, they will be here all day. They are looking for governing body members to attend this meeting.  

POLICE CHIEF NEWMAN
Yesterday council members received an email from the City Administrator regarding fire response & mutual aid.  I saw that Councilmember Stamm has volunteered. Looking for directions, to see who would like to participate. Mayor Truman said” put me on the list”. Anderson stated, “I support the Mayor, Matt and Eric when he can”.

LIBRARY DIRECTOR SHARP
I thought I would give you a report on the Spring Festival we had last Saturday.  We counted a little over 900 people attending.  We will start planning for next year.

FINANCE DIRECTOR MILLER
We completed the audit about 10 days ago.  Sean Gordon said it was a good audit no significate things were found.  I would have come to you tonight with a bond sale but as you know house bill 2745.  With the advice from our bond council has been pushed back. This might happen in May.  Kansas is now an unlimited debt state and if this bill does pass the cities will receive a downgrade.  We should know something by the end of this week regarding this house bill.

CITY CLERK/HR DIRECTOR PARK
Park stated that the 2026 NCAA Championships is a friendly competition that we have amongst departments.  Mackenzie Flax won the men’s championship and Amanda Park won the women’s championship.


CITY ADMINISTRATOR KASTENS
I will stand for any questions you might have while I am here otherwise, I have nothing. 

MAYOR TRUMAN
I went to a class last council meeting we had Sedgwick County Emergency Response.  Mayor is officially a member of the Emergency Response Team. 20 hours’ worth of training which was excellent.  I would recommend that to anybody that is in a HOA or a Neighborhood Watch.  It is designed to help our first responders in a city-wide disaster. I would recommend this to anyone.  3 other Valley Center Citizens also attended the class. 

 
GOVERNING BODY REPORTS – 
  
COUNCILMEMBER SCRIVEN
Thank you Janice and the library. Lions club as well as for the book carnival.  We had the snow cones as well and gave away about 300 snow cones in 3 hours. It was a really good time.  Thank you to Lloyd and his crew with presence there as well and at kindergarten round up touch a truck event that was last week.  How important it is that Lloyd and his crew are at all these community events while trying to establish relationships is awesome.

COUNCILMEMBER STAMM
We all received an email from a person requesting a quite zone.  We have plans and prices and they are ridiculous.  Without me contacting our BNSF guy, trains before going to El Dorado and Kansas City we were averaging about 35 to 40 trains a week.  Now we are at 20 to 22 trains, so it has cut train traffic down quite a bit since that second rail was done.  It has helped relieve some of the train traffic. 

Stamm moved to adjourn, second by Anderson. Vote Yea: Unanimous. 

ADJOURN -  

The meeting adjourned at 8:38 PM.

                                                           ______________________________________________ 
          		                                     Amanda Park, City Clerk



